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doi:10.1journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/healthplaceDiverse viewpoints on partnerships for active living research and actionImproving partnerships is critical for the active living ﬁeld,
because research, practice, and policy work all require partnerships
across disciplines, sectors, socioeconomic strata, and other dimen-
sions. Most of the examples of the role of partnerships for active
living in this special issue have been written by researchers about
research, and these examples are likely to be useful to many readers.
The Viewpoints in this issue speak more explicitly about the value of
partnerships and different approaches to realizing the beneﬁts.
Karen Lee’s (this issue) Viewpoint about the Active Design Guide-
lines, winner of the ‘‘Translating Research to Policy Award,’’ demon-
strates how a public–private partnership is making remarkable
progress in reshaping a major city by applying evidence-based
guidelines. To advance concepts and practice of partnerships in
the active living ﬁeld, the guest co-editors invited the three View-
points that follow. Jonathan Lever (this issue) summarizes how the
YMCA of the USA is reinventing itself to be more relevant to
Americans’ health needs in the 21st century. Partnerships are central92 & 2011 Elsevier Ltd.
016/j.healthplace.2011.10.003
Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license .to their strategy, and the paper contains useful principles that will
be of value for active living researchers and practitioners. The
practice of partnering is well advanced in many countries, and
two additional Viewpoints provide different partnership models that
both seem to be highly effective. Billie Giles–Corti and Carolyn
Whitzman (this issue) describe lessons learned about partnerships
that are leading to changes in national policy and practice in
Australia. Perhaps the principles offered can lead to equally impress-
ive results in other countries. Victor Matsudo (this issue) explains a
practical partnership model that was designed to be appropriate for
a developing country. The model was found to be effective as part of
the Agita Sao Paulo initiative in the largest state in Brazil, and this
led directly to adaptations for nationwide and even worldwide
application. This collection of Viewpoints seems to validate the
selection of the ‘‘partnership’’ theme, and they suggest the under-
lying principles are powerful enough to be implemented in diverse
ways that can be tailored to local needs.
